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Church, and the populace; these under prodigal Emperors,
like Tiberius II,1 reached extravagant sums. The banquets
given on great feast-days or on the arrival of foreign mon-
archs or embassies entailed an expense much more con-
siderable than in our day, seeing that the guests, whose
number occasionally reached 240, received presents both in
money and in kind.
3. But the Emperor was not only a prince, whose ideal of
sovereignty had been influenced by the neighbouring Asiatic
Courts; he was also the head of the Christian Church and as
such he was expected to discharge many obligations and
thereby to incur great expense. Even though the majority
of the pious foundations were the work of private individuals,
the churches and the monasteries must have cost the public
treasury as much as the walls and fortifications. According
to Codinus, St. Sophia alone cost 300,000 gold pounds—a
sum much greater than the 60 million scudi spent on the
erection of St. Peter's. The upkeep of churches and
monasteries, which on principle was supposed to be at the
expense of these institutions themselves,, could not be over-
looked by the logothetes of the genikon, the imperial Minister
of Finance. In the first place, the Emperor, in founding an
ecclesiastical institution or church, endowed it with lands
(thus, Justinian assigned to St. Sophia 365 domains, one for
each day of the year, within the suburbs of Constantinople)
or else with an income, as in the case of the monasteries
founded by Nicephorus Phocas on Mt. Athos or that built
by Manuel Comnenus at the entrance to the Bosphorus.
Moreover, some of the more important churches were in
receipt of an annual subvention. That to St. Sophia, fixed at
first at 80 pounds, was raised by Romanus III to 160 pounds
of gold. Likewise the Christian religion required the
Emperor to be charitable, good, and merciful. Hence both
he and his family competed with his wealthy subjects in the
endowment of innumerable charitable institutions, such as
hostels for pilgrims (xenodocheia\ refuges for the poor
(ftochotropheia)) hospitals for the sick (nosokomeia), homes for
the aged (ggrokomeia), which were the ornament and pride of
1 The successor of Justinian II, not content with reducing taxation by one-fourth,
spent 7,200 gold pounds in largesses in one year.

